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the Forum, the Riverside Chamber Military Af-
fairs Committee and the 15th Air Force Asso-
ciation. Col. Bell was instrumental in estab-
lishing several historic sites on March Air Re-
serve Base, persuaded Bob Hope to allow the
Riverside chapter of the Air Force Association
be named in his honor, and established the
chapter’'s annual “Air Crew Excellence Award”
for airmen of the 4th Air Force. In 1995, Col.
Bell was recognized by Air Mobility Command
as its Citizen of the Year. Col. Bell’s significant
contributions to the base, its units, its uni-
formed members and government employees
will long preserve March Air Reserve Base’s
legacy in Riverside history.

| had the distinct privilege of knowing Col.
Bell for many years and | will deeply miss him.
| extend my heartfelt condolences to Col.
Bell's wife, Helen, as well as the entire Bell
family. Although Col. Bell may be gone, his
selfless dedication to our nation will long be
remembered.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF SARAH
JEFFERSON SIMON

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, January 12, 2017

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Sarah Jefferson Simon. Born
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and raised in Orange, Texas on November 26,
1961, Sarah was a lifelong Texan.

In 1989, Sarah joined the Orange Police
Department and quickly rose through the
ranks as she put her life on the line to protect
those of us who call East Texas home. After
only one year as a Patrol Officer, she was
promoted to the Detective Division and given
the rank of Detective-Sergeant. Sarah was the
first African-American woman to attain this es-
teemed role within the City of Orange Police
Department. Sarah had a God-given gift for
her craft, and was often called upon by other
law enforcement agencies to break cold cases
and execute some of the region’s most chal-
lenging criminal investigations.

It is no surprise that, with such a heart for
the community, Sarah was also deeply in-
volved with the local school district as a tutor,
and served as a Trustee of the West Orange-
Cove school district. Her children, Diztorsha
and Herman, have continued her legacy of
public service as educators.

Sarah was a woman of God, a pillar of faith
for those in her community and to those in her
care. For over 30 years, she attended Starlight
Church of God in Christ and richly gave of her
time and talent in service of the Church and
its parishioners. Her son, Herman, pastors the
faithful in Bon Weir.

Sarah went home to be with her Lord and
Savior on Friday, January 6, 2017. She will be
deeply missed by those whose lives she
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touched. My prayers and condolences go out
to Sarah’s loving family, and her children,
Diztorsha, and Herman. Sarah will be sorely
missed, but her legacy will certainly live on.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 12, 2017

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to cast my floor votes on January 4 and 5,
2017. Had | been present for the votes, |
would have voted “yes” on roll call vote num-
ber 7, “no” on roll call vote number 8, “no” on
roll call vote number 9, “no” on roll call vote
number 10, “no” on roll call vote number 11,
“no” on roll call vote number 12, “yes” on roll
call vote number 13, “yes” on roll call vote
number 14, “yes” on roll call vote number 15,
“yes” on roll call vote number 16, “yes” on roll
call vote number 17, “yes” on roll call vote
number 18, “yes” on roll call vote number 19,
“yes” on roll call vote number 20, “no” on roll
call vote number 21, “yes” on roll call vote
number 22, and “no” on roll call vote number
23.
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